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Villainy makes you hot


In the ‘Twilight’ series of books and movies, vampires are depicted as unnaturally attractive, with the main vampire character confessing: “I’m the world’s most dangerous predator. Everything about me invites you in.” New research from psychologists at Washington University in St. Louis appears to back this up: Vampire-like people really do know how make themselves alluring. Independent observers rated the attractiveness of full-body-length photos of people in either a normally adorned state or an unadorned state with basic clothing, no makeup or accessories, hair pulled back, and a neutral facial expression. Each of what are known as the Dark Triad traits—Machiavellianism, narcissism, and especially psychopathy—was associated with significantly more attractiveness in the adorned state relative to the unadorned state. In other words, villainous people were the best at making themselves hotter.
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